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The Power of Language and the Formation of Meaning in Al-Bohtari’s Praise of Al-

MutawakKkil: Al-Bohtari's Meemeyah

Hasan F. Bkour*

ABSTRACT

This study examines Al Bohtari’s praise of Abbasid Caliph, Al-Mutawakkil. The poem's first stanza, entitled "The
Woman and the Caliphate as the Two Beloveds), consists of ten verses in which, the poet traditionally stereotypes
the woman as an unobtainable, for whose sake the poet goes through hazardously experiences. The second stanza,
entitled “The Environment of Caliphate”, has eight verses which portray the environment of Caliphate as its
construction, birds and rivers. The third stanze, entitled “The Hope of the Praised,” consists of ten verses in which
the poet religiously represents the Caliph as a victorious leader and protector of Islam, Whose face is colourd with
a Heavently grace.

Most importantly, the poem conceals a political and social context- an aim that this paper textually attempts to
investigate. The poet, in celebrating the female, glorifies the Abbasid Caliphate; and, in equally describing the
surrounding environment of Zaww Castle, he highlights the decline of the Caliphate- a decline which marginalizes
things Arabian and results in apparent injustices. All in all, the Caliph is a paragon of the ideal leader, ending the
political turmoil and restoring the Caliphate.
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